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§271.5

(b) Reading room procedures. (1) Infor-
mation available under this section is
available for inspection and copying,
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays, at
the Freedom of Information Office of
the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, 20th Street and Con-
stitution Avenue, N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20551 (the pedestrian entrance is
on C Street, N.W.).

(2) The Committee may determine
that certain classes of publicly avail-
able filings shall be made available for
inspection and copying only at the
Federal Reserve Bank where those
records are maintained.

(c) Electronic records. Information
available under this section that was
created on or after November 1, 1996,
shall also be available on the Board’s
website, found at http://
www.bog.frb.fed.us.

(d) Privacy protection. The Committee
may delete identifying details from
any record to prevent a clearly unwar-
ranted invasion of personal privacy.

§271.5 Records available to the public
on request.

(a) Types of records made available. All
records of the Committee that are not
available under §§271.3 and 271.4 shall
be made available upon request, pursu-
ant to the procedures in this section
and the exceptions in §271.7.

(b) Procedures for requesting records.
(1) A request for identifiable records
shall reasonably describe the records in
a way that enables the Committee’s
staff to identify and produce the
records with reasonable effort and
without unduly burdening or signifi-
cantly interfering with any of the Com-
mittee’s operations.

(2) The request shall be submitted in
writing to the Secretary of the Com-
mittee, Federal Open Market Com-
mittee, 20th & C Street, N.W., Wash-
ington, D.C. 20551; or sent by facsimile
to the Secretary of the Committee,
(202) 452-2921. The request shall be
clearly marked FREEDOM OF INFOR-
MATION ACT REQUEST.

(c) Contents of request. The request
shall contain the following informa-
tion:

(1) The name and address of the re-
quester, and the telephone number at
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which the requester can be reached
during normal business hours;

(2) Whether the requested informa-
tion is intended for commercial use,
and whether the requester represents
an educational or noncommercial sci-
entific institution, or news media;

(3) A statement agreeing to pay the
applicable fees, or a statement identi-
fying any fee limitation desired, or a
request for a waiver or reduction of
fees that satisfies §271.9(f).

(d) Defective requests. The Committee
need not accept or process a request
that does not reasonably describe the
records requested or that does not oth-
erwise comply with the requirements
of this section. The Committee may re-
turn a defective request, specifying the
deficiency. The requester may submit a
corrected request, which will be treat-
ed as a new request.

§271.6 Processing requests.

(a) Receipt of requests. The date of re-
ceipt for any request, including one
that is addressed incorrectly or that is
referred to the Committee by another
agency or by a Federal Reserve Bank,
is the date the Secretary of the Com-
mittee actually receives the request.

(b) Priority of responses. The Com-
mittee shall normally process requests
in the order they are received. How-
ever, in the Secretary’s discretion, or
upon a court order in a matter to
which the Committee is a party, a par-
ticular request may be processed out of
turn.

(c) Expedited processing. Where a per-
son requesting expedited access to
records has demonstrated a compelling
need for the records, or where the Com-
mittee has determined to expedite the
response, the Committee shall process
the request as soon as practicable.

(1) To demonstrate a compelling need
for expedited processing, the requester
shall provide a certified statement, a
sample of which may be obtained from
the Board’s Freedom of Information Of-
fice. The statement, certified to be
true and correct to the best of the re-
quester’s knowledge and belief, shall
demonstrate that:

(i) The failure to obtain the records
on an expedited basis could reasonably
be expected to pose an imminent threat
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